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76
COVID-19: A Global Pandemic

Dr. Shweta Sood
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Central Sanskrit University, K.J. Somaiya Campus, Vidyavihar, Mumbai-77

The world is facing humanity’s biggest fatal crisis since World War
1. Almost every country has been affected by the deadly Coronavirus
disease (COVID-19). Coronavirus, which is an outbreak from China has
gone everywhere. In the last few months, Corona’s epicenter has been
shifted from China to Europe to the United States. Billions of people have
been suffering from the impact of the worldwide pandemic of COVID-
19. What is frightening is that the numbers likely stem from under-
reporting, and willundoubtedly rise alarmingly in the times ahead if we
feature in asymptomatic patients and rapid tests. Specified that pandemic-
driven crisis is persistently changing, countries are anxious to flattening
the curve of COVID-19. State and Multilateral health institutions, along
with help from major private sectors and civil society, are trying their best
to control the spread of this virus. India, too is under lockdown and is
working together with various multilateral institutions and multi-state
groupings to coordinate efforts worldwide and domestically to contain the
World Health Organization (WHO) declared pandemic.

The spread of COVID 19, the global pandemic remains unabated,
impacting nearly 85 per cent of the world. Surprising to see that the worst
affected are the developed economies of Europe and the United States,
despite having advanced healthcare systems and a very favorable
doctor/population ratios. Asian countries, on the other hand, have
managed well in containing the spread of the ‘Contagion’. China is
shuffling towards normalcy, South Korea and Japan have managed to
contain the spread to a greater extent, while SE Asia is doing a realistic
job of managing the spread.

The Times Fact India Outbreak Report estimates the range to which
COVID-19 is likely to affect India using aggregated statistical measures
figured on three forecasting models: Percentage-based, Time series and
Susceptible Exposed Infected Recovered (SEIR). The SEIR model
proposes the epidemic may hang on a nationwide scale until August end.
Some states may come out of the crisis by June while states with a higher
number of infected people may take up to a month longer. The study used
the data of the Central government, information gathered from
government bulletins and daily updates provided by the health ministry.
No unverified sources were used. The report is aimed at dispersing
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uncertainty with facts and is supported by a scientific approach that
throws light on potential lethal infrastructure gaps that can be a chief
indicator of social unrest and disruption in specific geographies. The
report pointed out that a robust lockdown and containment are
compulsory for a substantial period to eradicate the pandemic.

The coronavirus pandemic disruption is probably the most significant
event of current times with major socio-economic implications. There is
no doubt that it has put the world economy at a major risk. Coronavirus
has devastated the economic foundations of the world trade. Analysts
have identified this outbreak as an outcome of hyper-globalization or
starting of de-globalization. However, the world is definitely going to face
recession; and the global losses, which according to some commentators,
may exceed the World Wars | and 1l combined. Several estimates are
being made on the economic loss and post COVID-19 growth path, and
most of the estimates give a clear indication that the world has already
landed in an economic crisis.

South and Southeast Asian countries are no exception in this respect.
They are severely affected, health or otherwise. Countries are under full
or partial lockdown for the last few months. It is a global challenge and a
universal response is called for. It is unitedly believed that flattening the
COVID-19 curve together helps everyone in an inclusive manner. Unlike
the 2007-08 Global Financial Crisis, it is primarily a health crisis, which
has given birth to an economic jolt.In the meantime, the world order has
been changing at a fast speed. Several concepts and theories are being
postulated in this direction. Anti-globalization rhetoric venom is now
spreading out. In such unfolding scenario of the world order, the
consensus is that each and every country need to save the earth from the
epidemic if we want to live together.

India has taken some well-coordinated steps to tackle the Corona
epidemic and has successfully controlled the transmission of COVID-19
till date. India’s competency in pharmaceuticals and health science; mass
public awareness with the aid of digital systems; and a central political
command; among others, indeed assisted in containing the spread so
far.From the management perspective we see that the creation of
exclusive COVID-19 hospitals is the need of the hour. EXxisting
medical/dental colleges across the country provide a viable option. Next
is workforce challenges, particularly internists, critical care specialists,
pulmonologists, trained doctors, nurses, OT and anesthesia trained ICU
technicians for manning ventilators, who can be grouped in this travail of
containing the pandemic. Health Ministry has also been pondering over
the suggestion of including 50,000 specialist doctors waiting to appear for
the final exams, who can be added to the system with some changes in the
process of qualifying exams and board certification.
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Retired health care personnel are already being recalled as they are a
valuable augmenting resource in these trying hours of disastrous virus.
Besides, we have The Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) which has
both capability and capacity that can be deployed at short notice. The
COAS has already announced that the Indian Army can deploy at least 28
field hospitals at short notice. Another distinctive opportunity is for the
states to coordinate with the AFMS for emergency training of healthcare
personnel in basic tenets of biologic containment.

South and Southeast Asian countries have been following a similar
tactic in containing the COVID-19. All of them have announced stimulus
packages, particularly to support the heavily affected people, MSMEs,
agriculture, exports, health, rural community, informal sector, etc. Though
each of the South Asian countries has undertaken radicalactions to save
its nation from COVID-19-driven pandemic, regional collaboration is felt
essential to effectively handle the common challenge. A full house of
SAARC leaders met through video conference on 15 March 2020 to
discuss the scope and possibility of a joint action. Among other verdicts,
South Asian leaders have agreed to launch a regional fund to deal with the
crisis. An electronic platform with health authorities has been launched,
and a video-conference of senior health officials was
organizedafterwards, where different countries discussed several
important issues ranging from specific protocols dealing with the
screening of goods and people at various entry points and contact tracing
to online training capsules for emergency response teams. Steps are also
recommended to foster technical cooperation, training and capacity
building, among others. Few days later, the leaders of G20 countries also
had an online summit and pledged to adopt some strict measures with
regard to global economy to minimize the economic and social impact of
the COVID-19. India also had a teleconference with some of the
IndoPacific countries on issues related to countering COVID-19. On the
other, ASEAN and EU organized a high-level video conference on 20
March 2020 to talk over the COVID-19 situation. ASEAN and the EU
settledon a common platform to continue working closely together to
mitigate the impact of COVID-19, counting on social and economic
development. There was an agreement to enhance exchanges and
cooperation with a view to advancesteadyand systematic exchanges
between officials and experts from ASEAN and the EU on dealing with
this issue.

There are varied responses coming out from various countries across
the world. Though a cure has not been come into light as yet. Countries
like South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore could manage to control the
devastation with the help of rapid tests and solutions in a targeted manner.
South Korea worked on a systematic process. Besides, adopting the
technique of operationalizing a massive testing programme, the major
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concerns being that it also deployed intrusive technologies to identify
people for testing, which included tracking of credit/debit cards, close
monitoring through CCTVs and even disclosure of travel histories.

On the other side, Vietnam, Rwanda,Uganda, Faroe Islands, Gibraltar,
Mongolia, Cambodia, French  Polynesia, Macao, Bhutan,
Eritrea,Grenada, Namibia, Laos, Fiji, Saint Lucia, and some others have
no death from COVID-19 as on date.

There are several channels through which the COVID-19 outbreak
may affect economy in India, of which the disruption of supply chains is
being considered the major one. Job loss is on the rise and is creating
terrible shock along with the slowdown in manufacturing and services
activities. Workers are going back to their homes in faraway places.
Consequently, thecoming harvest is left in uncertainty. The trauma of the
virus may eventually lead to massive trade contraction. There is a sharp
fall in Indian rupee.Further, disruption in travel via any mode be it air or
train, fall in travel and tourism, reduction in outdoor entertainment
industries, rise in bankruptcy and NPAs and so many others like these, the
issues which cause anxiety. It has been observed that this ongoing
scenario is more realistic, with a minimum of four months of directed and
targeted containment. The return to manufacturing can be possible, albeit
with necessary and new workplace norms; like rotational staff work
rosters, work from home where possible and follow social distancing.
Large congregations, sporting, public and religious events will need to be
postponed. The analytical data will reveal the higher risk groups for whom
the containment may be enforced for a longer period. The accelerated
introduction of a vaccine is the only other alternative to contain this
contagion.On a global scale, rise in death and destabilization, complicated
diseases and continuation of the pandemic, etc., cannot be ruled out. As a
result, these blows can spill over to other sectors and economies via trade
and production links.

Thinking on a positive note we can say that COVID-19 crisis also
provides opportunities. Countries may witness better healthcare prospects
— both management and facilities. New social and behavioral norms have
come into practice — “social distancing”, “wearing masks”, “maintaining
hygiene”, etc., are the now normal, and countries have to adjust with such
practices amid the pandemic. Surely, efforts are being made to
inventvaccines and proper medicines to tackle the COVID-19.

However, there couldn’t have been found any vaccine yet.

The world is facing the dilemma in present and the same scenario will
continue for some time in future. While on the one hand, lockdown is
necessary for containing the Coronavirus, on the other hand, prolong
isolation is not the perfect solution to bring back the economy on the
growingtrack. In the post-pandemic period, new trade standards and
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certifications on the line of e-commerce may pick up the pace, where the
countries would be connecting over digital platforms and it would be thus
a paperless trade.

The reduced economic activity due to the COVID-19 pandemic is
weakening all major economies. Unlike the 2008 crisis, which was caused
by inherent weaknesses in the financial system, the 2020 economic
disaster in the US has been induced by a pandemic. On the other hand,
China has been experiencing a persistent growth slowdown in the past few
years and will now have to face the consequences of a large-scale
shutdown of its cities and provinces. Not surprisingly, economic data
coming out of China already paint a bleak picture. Further, the pandemic
has also revealed the drawbacks of overdependence on supply chains
wherein a single country, such as China, has a disproportionately
significant share. Though there would not be any benefit from the growing
China-US differences, as the pandemic will have a negative impact on the
globalization process. The shift in the global order is often accompanied
by the rise of a new hegemon. COVID-19 has confirmed that discussions
and dialogues are not about the technological/economic development of
China or an alleged inclusive world order that Beijing seeks to usher in.
Instead, conversations and discourses are aptly about the pain and horror
that COVID-19 has inflicted on humankind and the delay on the part of
the Chinese government in alerting the global community on the virus
breakout.

To conclude, this is the time of medical emergency for the whole
world. Crisis time calls for togetherness and friendship. Countries need to
work together tirelessly while dealing with the crisis, particularly for the
post-crisis recovery. Stable and strong managementas well as governance
are in command. A stronger network between countries is so very vital to
design a strategy for the entire world. The COVID-19 pandemic is like
nothing world has seen before. Not because of its unexpected arrival or its
immediate impact. But because of the draconian response the countries
have enacted to curb what may very well become a raging epidemic that
could take an incalculable toll on lives and livelihoods. No country can
ever be adequately prepared for a crisis like this. As the COVID-19
pandemic health emergency remains, its economic fallout is also
mounting. Global economic growth has gone in reverse, some business
sectors have started cancelling service to customers, and millions are
technically unemployed or fired. It is important to underscore that the
world is at war; we need to unite and put all our resources together at this
critical juncture. The economy will, no doubt, take a major hit; it is
incumbent to ensure the well-being of the socially marginalized as also to
kick start manufacturing. Human patience is being tested, and it cannot
fail.
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