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TSRS Y U J SfTn & ufa et faen W R @
& Ul I e T TR, / ITRT ST IH T TR 2 |
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3R Ut B TE SRl WTEd,/ A WA kAt enntt giEm
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fga o1 w1 S ® | TR, SR SR AT % 39 Hivere fwd &) weds ved
ofemeR S 7 ‘g IR K W9 wfad H W ? | 9 TE R A H W-Hel
2 food w 9g o 9 H U g Wi % &9 § ufiafda e s @ 1 e S| i
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1 35U FY € Wk 59 T @l 3d qAH el 8-
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=T §U 39S U0 B9 EEsl Tl e 3§ 98/
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o1 3R TS & Sed W 9% U faiTn W wiHd ® | Uk Hed @i oref
T TEE w1 GO S AR o & ol SHE! gEE S 1 WH e | oA
GishAT 9 1 Weleh € AN AT Gl wifeR o T WIHT Siieq % I9ed w1 oy 7|
Ug B el W TU-9 B T | 31: Ug W ST Wehd HISAAl WX SR g3
Gehe € Fifer U 1 A AT & HROl TE € dfeeh AIA Ul hl o5 ¥ A
2 | sEfT G geRel Ard ® i dg H gedl oI sl ww @il dieg © | S
TR Y, qa i U ¥ | 3 U faw 3 =l o afew 3 a9 o wael fafea =t g
T | gEifey ot 1 wfa S & fauw UT 9 A @ o9, A€ @ ey iR Sl
% foIu isH AT gU S0 ShasTal sl o I” il @-

dfer ol AT w1 § qE 9% way/efer R w9y
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T F R T TRN TREe/A @ gErE € gRn wiel w faedy

at fRY fore wemen ¥ Wi w1 § qRY 9% W9 STS/STOl S s b

Ihal H? Al 319 T i 9 AR HasIdl & fau/ger e wX QA gau

Tl i &b @l S /R T o 36 ol W |

(3 HieM, TR, STEeR-TEER 2011, T5-71)

Ul & uld AT & 3 el Wa & foliy | Usi &% omhiw wi SR Hehd
#W gU g @ #ed € fF @ acd, @, Sme ok fafedl g € el
i el ot i o fireret w9 <0 € | SMeR iR fafeat @ wel @ik we W ®
W IR w9 & fou ofeT 9 a=a @) 96 9 9 95a o S o= o Bl
% wEH RO it g % 9 § gET o ® f w9l 9 & ®9 H-

IR 3R AfEE TS Tl SR et @ Aoty / o f SR oue sen
od € a-o @ et gEd gu, @t geid gu / R qud gy Heml A1 g9 gy SR
T B W € gol a1 el g8 el ANl / SAEdR SRE ded Sikdl sTefEE SR
Aqfestt 1 | @ ¥ Y AR I G GO Fet IR F / G g S S w9 Fewer
2/ g a€t ® W uel A fan en 1 (fumen st faop =R, 9. 87)

T WY W A Rl S99 H YA I g R T US & Y Ul

AFETT T T i € -
e FHE Wl T WO W | T Gy ST |
foraar g 3ifem z=oeil ® | T fasielt & TR o & I @@ |
arfer W A1 | Teh oS 3T Uk 921 & WY | Uk gy off o=m @ a) ¥ |
(\Hg W g TE § ST, R W, TS 35)

g & TRl USfa Bl T&l & AT BId S o Uid off STS1 1 hid 99M €Y
g fofqa @ | S 7€ Feft S 1 Wia o, Sy foeRer serelt ST w1 shieT-werelt
off, 3T o8 T Bl < W & | FOTHEA 3 AR~

T Haed TG, a4t Hadd W, a8 Aads Wi

T HAAS 0T, T HAAd 3o, et qaed faesi

Afer o/ 7t *1 Ig oref TEE B T ® | 1 A % Ha@™ Bl © TRI-
HE 1 Ol @ o §gd oel Al | | 8 %l Haol Bl § e
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T Haed 1 T afer gReR iR fue afey | 1 waee swat
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T WaeS YRR, TE Haoe fawe |

T Aol I HRUTEl ht AqeaTdl fStear |

T AT qeS Sk, TS WAeTS WIS WISSIM |

( FHHTA ARG Hifged, FE-30R 2011, TS 51)

SR g¥ W MY e H W g w5 off waferer afedt & fow ww
el A sF T € | ShEifien gehEal & ugfd T-Scasi % SRl gelt g o
g & g oft fRaT I = T ® | 39 R Hahd i gC Uiq sharae e €
for, oidl & TR HEY, €9 AR ¥y AT & i A THhE e o € | 96 we
3T o1 T I3 € @ T SR wied-wied gEH ot € udierEl | o U8l a9
arstt gan el Tt {519 o1e whel § e g ¥ 3= A -

Tl & AT SfUehe o @t Wy vwAieral ¥ g oIl g8 /

3N YIrG | Fgar g3 WA / N« gl &l & /

T & Wl ot Wedh / T g e ¥ @ 9

(TR, &R g el €, Uehla sffamad, I 101)

5 W feorfaal & wRo1 € Uwid sied 39 W6 W vt o id ©
foh, STef W Td Tk 30 ? / W Tk &7 96 / o 99 W@l Soid gy STell bl /
TR H H S ? / @l Twafe ® R/ om oft weka @ 7@ kot / ww e o
JER SR / ord ot gEe ® G g (IR, 759 103)

JHEATRIU & 36 foh™ wHA & RO & Ufd 1o foa e & gu
TEhI<I QA Wil el % WeheUE B Wl Hehd A1 B | ‘ShEn W, et gan’
et o 9 foea 2-

R0 Gehe 3@ SN H g kI SEadl @A el dekdl & el @ WM
w1 Telar oIkt 3 S0 Wk ehfoar ® iR g9ERell € 9 o i ® | aH
Tl g A1 A & g & S I fH Yohe A ST AR ORI ©-
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THEHR, UM/ Y 81?3 & wel 812 / THEhR, B % Ui, / qUeRl S
w1 A AR 7 A? / W @ I W HT A W IR R A / AGERR, Ay
qaell fepal & T @/ offEl % e TER oMU ¥ Wi |/ o e ol el
@d1? (ah, 3k 10, I 136)

ot 3§ fier O/ SH ded &l @it @ fEet ol o ghn
SEa H U A1 | IHE AW K1 HES WA UE W SME ¥ | A A g off W W

2 Qfeh deadt &1 gu el § GSH A 1 U oW | S ga e € fm %m
U & fad @ 2

T FEH AR S 1 Hid [0 we Frw @ T 1 el Seme 7 ®
T Ul el TWw €/ 98 GAGTES § / 98 & qU A " orelt / ke s
g ¥rex 7 | ST o era well @ gedt 1 IoM & faw mg w6 et #Rd -

AT Tl W SIS et / AR TR W AR ¥A F /

STH wiEl iR oot | / SOt S 9@ Al /

3R FRTA-TH & W uedl | / STeh! A el o /

3T IoNel A el H / ora oft smem W= B |

(el HIE AT, TR TN, TS 22)

THeAH ¥ TSI fowra asHel & ded o1 de-9g ai™i 3 W e« &l
I o9 f&a ® | 39 g9 &1 99e H o ol & % ol sl 9w SiN g
% o & WM 1 digl Uhid diarad w1 ofsl wioar ‘ga’ | oFed g8 € | hid "
g fo 59 U Tig H Had SqHN I W W € | @l $ W, T, der iR
Ta-GfereH ofE T S & 9 g9 9 8 | ®fd 98 o Sear @ fo st @ west
¥ AU T o | Mg ¥ R 9@ €, o YA 79T @i g3 a0 9 ? g
Td | @Y T Mg H el & fowenfud @ s oft T W owwd | faw s yfa
¥ 7g e oW e

Sl U % e Sl @ Al S IR wef-hedt faAeeR it R R 9g Sfted
B ot T B | R =9 o1 U@ el % Sord ™ g W Wel i @l dfesh A
a1 ool Bl ® | Wor At fafac o grar @ 1 feed, Aftreelt oik ewgs S gt st
%1 39 URUfd & goi § A7 1 e € wRofiyd @R | 39 gEes § qqe
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& afew ek, Wu, =E, uieae iR S 99 SA-ON @A © | A =9
foee ®U % HRU S I USl &1 DR i STl O € | St 3T
fom® & 39 71 H WAl Ft AERES § Agd H qH, 3T H YUSES H UgH Hl
AT A1 SR % AR A SAEH i AN 89 Sl ® | Tia € T, el % <@ e
3R Hiew ff <o W € | 3@ TE WS KD g9 W@ @ W ANl Bl AUH e d g
T&l ©eq Bidl | SHIfAT 9 SHUS % SE S § Uell SRl Siad fadae it g=s1 W
g | TR W W g fo & o ot st @ Sied | = Sfed % %9
T o9 ge R % W -

T oA o 99 T g ¥/ SR iR # e e

o afea, wfat=m &t Sl /

9 &t =8 G R FE S8 / Sadt § @

(eRelt stufeet ®a €, I8 122)

o% Afveel & W TEE, T gH & & @rl ki yewen faww wad
TE-TE & 9 @t € dfr Su o9 € ey e 9=l & @nl H gl ¥ WH
&l a1 | zEifen gfem w enfaar ok Tiferal @ e it 9 S® W Wl Sie e
TEd | SR TH A U & A w1 ot ga e fouy o wR s W € 1 feRy
¥ I3 T A W TR S HY B TEN ol @ §oasiiel T <dl B | ohfa
& & et <8 @ e folY & gH S %l veE 3 gU hedl B-

3@ Al N AR / GAl, B I YHYH! / ... ¥, UF...

fohat o¢ T ? / TER g W T W T / TS W@ § 9 H AN /

TH ARl & W@ STER | (&I, T8 125)

foenfudi =l gaia 31 oMM =& g wifer fowemum o=l & < % @ @
Tkl @ foheq =7 @t o & o 9wl w U o H gee, ‘{eR | oo
T HS & g g fEm, ‘qEl % el 9 s I, ‘we MU wel & gid o
deudt faafel’ onf 1 %@ qHat Ko 1 Wehar ® | om: whid 3 @< wiwl whi
AETIRA N & YA IS B -
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| @1 o A el i/ W S W 9 U KA U (€, IS 126)

Hfd 31 98 I & foy fava o 9 fog U el @ siifae W E weE @
YAl ¢ Toreeh =t U shE-whe difgdl off SSRO1 T B U | ofd: o Uit shi 3
o St g2 T et Al Bt Wiie S w1 qe-wHe il 2-

@iftst w4 fava o 1, / =00 *, fow@-ifa =t/

SHfeq ¥ uRadq 9 @ieR T / g9 3 & Tehd TSt /

3 T wohd gEEtE / qt ok U forerE / faw @ 9% s

a1 T sufarta=t 1 | (SR, T8 126)

wfa T § fF o # 3W eidt 3 T A PR favmaet oS fen @
Ia: gg fasma & afcr w iR O & SR H GEE B | SHS AR Gall
T o S H ST UH i@ &t fewie § qEd Si™ Wig I A1 Uk g HY fu
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+1 = fau =nfew <A1 7121 / <@ o6 <91 1w fewm /
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ot & W W eniEanyA w1 SW % WU-WY S, TEE SR A
QUANT H Y S foe & He H @i M SR gEeh SMUR W Huid S ol
T T S s faEr 47 3T swf § 1 Preq s snfenet we o G
T & fau whfeud @ @1 € | sEifen 9 gt 3 gu weEd B

IS U [T 79 IR fomd 3 & TR

for foo o g2 € guR oft A/ ewmifia @ wgsa

g A & FER W | (SR, IS 127)

e TH 1 Tl @ foh WHR g Tk R Yo@H i WE O F U
¥ e ffifa frar ST @ SiR Agsrar 1 et Y SRS a9 9t 9Ee o g
39 I Wied drell T I qelaR i E SWEel R S ® 1 39 e 39 H SR
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Lol
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3R SIS, T 1 ol aiY HT Sod hl A YA Al S IERaen i Gy i
o foReht 1 =g gan fosent onfs ww ww f@E 3@ ® | 7 w9 3@ fou ke
3T 2 fF 39 Rt @ ol TR #d ® | 98 @R € geelt 1 oHd - hed % e
¥ gHd T oA / SRl R AR W S § / FAA B TH W M9 A& HRA | UH HY
=1 9 ARd 2 |

HAAI Rl W 3 YA @A AT SAferEl SIS Wl % g 9§ 98l 9ol 8l
I WA el AR o ST Rl Bl R W B | HeW WAl whi o€l %l | St
STE WIgd DIt @ Al S 3@ B Tl ¢ | R off S 9 e A o

EY 3R TeINI - dfehd 9 BiC Wa § / W el ae1 W ke T=d € / B TE
TN 6 9 o B | T o T 8 oIH W A 9 TR A B d9R TEl e-
R 3 Al TR Fd S / TE, T 98 HER /
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&Y ote B / fof fRe A & & i Afvee

R 7 81 80 (81, 9.133)

hfd 3H ATHAl SR Gl % SIS I @S HAAl ¢ e for wwa o1 e
q9 W § R 9 | SR N W@ © | i o T ot we © TR @A gu ereH
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TS % i e woeEr off g 3dt ® S ot SHiH @ e W & d9
o HR U AU R @ W Ted 9 I3l 8-

g oft e/ wft e @ / S W gEW Wid /

TH 0 3 VA ® IW 3Sd "I / IHd ©H TH-STHIM T

ST dife@l i e / 91 i Bl H gU@ &l /

IS TARN TR / IR a5et | Heff g & <
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S EH 39 o @ i © | (T, U8 134-135)
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& % foau otewas wdld it ®, 9F o Xt ¥ UW G A enfeentaa &
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Role of Teleconferencing in Globalizing Teacher Education
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w.Dr. Shweta Sood

Change is the key element for the twenty first century that poses many
challenges and enormous pressure on our daily life, work and society. Political,
economic, social, and technological environments are changing significantlyand
rapidly. Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has transformed all the
aspects of education, which is a rapidly growing segment. The advent of the Internet
as a means of information access and distribution, and the explosive growth of the
World Wide Web have transformed teaching from a broadcast mode to an interactive
one. Distance Education has been moving very fast from correspondence education to
online education or web-based delivery of education. New types of educational
technologies are emerging at an ever accelerating pace. It has widened the scope by
including online education, online courses, virtual courses, and virtual library etc.
Learninghas become more self-directed, more resource-based, collaborative,
intertwined with personal life and work, and calls for perpetual access, usage of
information and learning resources. Learning has shifted from knowing whatto
knowing how; how to learn, how to secure information, how to use it, and how to
relate it to the ever changing society. The new emphasis is on access and usage.
Faculty and librarians are all at the crossroads and being constantly pressured to
increase their productivity and to change instructional strategies to accommodate
changes and educational reforms. There is a need for adopting a new vision which
could meet the challenges of changing Education environment.

Globalization is a universal lexicon today. It is a chief ideology of the present
era since it is more potent and pervasive than any other. Its reach is global and
universal. It is a process by which the experience of everyday life, marked by
dissemination of ideas and commodities is becoming standardised around the world.
Its activities increase from a local, regional and national levels to a global or
international level. Trade &Commerce, Technology, Science, Information Knowledge
and Culture are the major constituents of globalization. Its aim is connecting
closeness, togetherness and interdependency. Globalization magnifies the economic
activities of a country across national boundaries. Its essence lies in integrating world
with a single order.

The current trend of globalisation is one that is having a marked impact on
society and the area of education in particular is feeling the impact. In a normal
classroom situation, teacher’s lecture is followed by discussion by the students. In this
case, the teacher has to assume the role of a cognitive and meta-cognitive coach,
rather than knowledge holder and disseminator, and the students have to assume the
role of active problem solvers rather than passive learners as information is a shared
aim of teaching and learning process. The dramatic changes that are taking place as a
result of globalisation means that the demand for education is increasing significantly.
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There is a growing recognition of not only the need for skills development but also
reskilling and a requirement for lifelong learning. In the current evolving education
and work markets, there is a need for both staff and students to be involved in lifelong
learning process to acquire and develop broad range of skills.

An innovative attempt was made by the UGCon 15t August 1984 to reach the
undergraduate students in semi urban and rural areas. The objective of these
programmes was to enrich the quality of education by opening a window to the
world, but the one main drawback of these programmes was realised that the viewers
can’t communicate back to the teacher in an interactive mode and get answer to their
queries as they can’t question to the T.V. teacher. So the outcome of such dilemma led
to theadvent of teleconference.

Teleconferencing is a new mixed model approach for Distance Education
combining satellite teleconferencing with hands-onactivity session. It was developed
to adjust for many of the disadvantages associated with Distance Education and
traditional in-persontraining. It brings together a community of learners for
interactive education anywhere, any time and any place. This uses live teleconference
speakers, video clips, interactive call-in sessions andlocal session.Distance education
is responsible for promoting quality information, resources and expertise. The early
Distance educationsystems relied primarily on printed materials for instruction.
Correspondence courses have been the most common delivery method of course
materials to distant students. People may be geographically isolated because of
distance, terrain, or undevelopedcommunication systems. There arethree main
reasons for disseminating education to all societies: geographical isolation, social
isolationand disadvantaged groups. Distance teaching techniques enable people to
undertake a course of study inprivacy. The Web, whencombined with other network
tools such aslistservs, Usenet newsgroups and video teleconferencing acts a virtual
classroom to bring together acommunity of learners for interactive education. The
growth of television, telecommunication, videotape,audio teleconferencing, audio
graphics conferencing and videoconferencing permits linking thelearners and the
instructors who are geographically separated. Teleconferencing is a unique method of
providing real time face-to-face interaction that enables immediate peer and teacher
interaction and the feedback. This interaction can minimise feelings of isolation and
provide for a richer learning experience for students and staff at geographically
separated sites.

Teleconferencing technologies are powerful tools for dispensing education and
play a major role in the creation of new teaching and learning environments that are
becoming increasingly common through the use of flexible delivery options. The use
of new technologies in developing alternative teaching and learning environments
provides many challenges to both teachers and learners. The development of effective
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teaching and learning environments using media such as videoconferencing rely more
on student centred approaches to learning. Teleconferencing overcomes the “access
to the expert” gap by providing opportunities for face-to face-interaction on a regular
basis. This provides a wealth of opportunities for both professional development for
the staff and skills development for the students complementary to their knowledge
acquisition. The staff is able to explore the most effective means of using
videoconferencing technology to achieve positive learning outcomes. The experience
of using technology enables the staff to develop a sound understanding of ways in
which the technology could be best utilised which results in moving away from a
didactic teacher centred model to a more interactive student centred model. The
group work approach encourages the sharing of knowledge and peer support in a
productive, positive environment. This approach also encourages the development of
both critical thinking and problem solving skills as well as encourages learners
towards more independent learning strategies. It is believed that there needs to be a
more pronounced shift to a learner centred model of teaching and learning with
students developing skills and confidence to share ideas, challenge opinions, and
propose solutions in a positive and supportive environment. This approach also
highlights the need for student development for new teaching and learning
environments. It is felt that more extensive student awareness and preparation
programs will not only form an essential part of future developments using
teleconferencing technologies but also provide skills for students to become
independent learners.

Teleconferencing has become an essential tool in maintaining course offerings
to multi-campus institutions or for dispersed groups of students; and has the
potential to promote more interactive and effective teaching and learning process.
The following are the main advantages of Teleconferencing:

e Training programmes can be easily organised through teleconferencing.

e The satellite based technology of teleconferencing makes it possible totrain all
the teachers simultaneously which is a massive task as they are not only large
in numbers but also scattered throughout the country.

e Theparticipants actively and reasonably ask questions. It improves
participants’ keen observations, sharp thinking and further improves their
listening comprehension and speaking skills.

e Low cost of communication compared to travel and other costs.

e Uniform instructions.

e Easy scheduling of group discussions and conferencing by telephones.

¢ Immediate feedback from all the concerned.

e Quick remedial actions.
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The use of innovative teaching methods helpsto sustain student’s interest and
make the learning process more productive and interesting.The techniques that can
be adopted are: computer-assisted learning (CD-ROMs), web-based learning,virtual
laboratories, case studies, group discussion, brainstorming, audio-visual
presentation,assignments, seminars, quiz and assigning project works. The faculty can
also prepare worksheets, manualsand audio-visual aids to supplement these noble
teaching strategies. Students can be given two types oflearning materials before their
actual course material, viz. one on computer literacy class and the other onefocusing
on Internet and Web skills for searching, retrieving, locating and downloading
theinformation. For better understanding by the students, the mixed-model approach
of combining satelliteteleconferencing with hands-on activity sessions can also be
conducted. It is suggested that innovativeassessment approaches like presentation,
posters about learned material, diagrams, student displays andproject fairs with test
papers can be used to know the progress of the students. It has been observed that
problem-based learning helps the students in activelysolving the problem and
enables them to confrontsuccessfully with a real-world situation.

To conclude, there has been a paradigm shift in the field of education all over
the world as a result of which awakening has come in theteaching-learning process.
The onus is now on the learner, and the teacher is looked upon as a
facilitator.Understanding that the traditional chalk and talk method can no longer
enthuse the students, a continuous attempt is made to introduce innovate methods
that will sustain their interest and make the learning process moreproductive and
interesting. Innovative teaching can take many forms. Educators must learn to change
with the timesand adopt the methods offered for instructing students. These changes
will ultimately benefit the students as well as theeducation system. The ability to
adapt to these changes is one of the most important attributes for today'seducators.
Thus, Teleconferencing is more beneficial to teachers in that there is more scope for
learning through multiple varieties such as self-showing interactions and
demonstrations with immediate response to question and group work. It is useful in
disseminating the skills from a distance. New technologies in education are used
primarily for individualization, no doubt, that this particular technology which is
comparatively less expensive will reach out the massive teaching folk of the country,
if only it is put into use at the right time and in the right manners.
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EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN AND THE ROLE OF PUBLIC POLICY

®.Dr. Suman Singh

Man and woman are like two wings of bird, which only in unison can take a
lofty flight. Unfortunately for our society, one of these wings is wounded and weak.
Women, who is the mother, carrier and procreator of all human stands defeated,
humiliated and over-powered by her own creation-the man proving true the
philosophical formulation of the giant of the social scientists- Karl Marx that every
matter contains the seed of its own destruction. If the society goes on denying the
rights to its procreator woman, it wouldn’t take too long to destroy the race ‘woman’
from face of the Earth. Although, gender injustices is a global phenomenon,
unfortunately eastern countries especially India has surpassed many others in this
regard. Though, very interestingly, both in western and oriental thought, the pages of
History are repleted with various names presenting a golden picture of women in
different phases of History. To illustrate, Sita, Damyanti, Savitri, Kunti,
Draupadi,Gargi, Maitreyi, Laxmibai, Chand bibi, Sarojini Naidu, Indira Gandhi, Kiran
Bedi, Kalpana Chawla, Medha Patkar,Vandana Shiva etc. But this presents only one
side of the story, shedding light on the half truth. The other side presents a very
gloomy picture relegating the notion that ‘The present century belongs to women’ to
the dust.

Genesis of Problem:

A chill runs down our spine when cases of a number of callous and inhuman
practices prevailing in several countries impinging on females flashed nearly
everyday in newspapers, or channels. Instances of female infanticide, foeticide, sex-
abuse, sex-tourism, molestation, domestic-violence, immoral trafficking, dowry,
bride-burning are enough to set whirlpools of fear in our blood. All this compels us to
turn our eyes and ears to Lamartine words that there is a woman at the beginning of
all great things. Then the question is- why the worse is inflicted to the initiator of
greatest things?

Demure, diffident, soft, sensitive-these words have epitomised feminity since
time immemorial. A woman is a sacrifice personified. This creation of misconception
about women'’s fragility, delicacy, and feminine charm has been furthered by poetry,
literature and sculpture. Secondly, our society has been mired in tradition for so long
that we have internalised values which have time and again led to the suffering of
women. The social, economic, legal and political institutions have at different levels
furthered patriarchy which is interwoven into warp and woof of our cultural fabric.
The fictitious differences between ‘he’ and ‘she’ have belittled and disparaged women
folk in India regardless of their religion, caste or creed. All this has annihilated her
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identity as a free individual. Thirdly, by targeting women as the centre of
consumeristic society reducing her as commodities to be traced in the international
markets both overtly and covertly leaving no space from the commercialization of
women’s charm and vulnerability. The day women understand this, it will definitely
change the contours of the world economics that day. Thus, with all pretensions to
morality and piety, we treat the female species as no more than a commodity. The
question is “Does she have any honourable place in the society?” A capital ‘No’ is the
answer.

And finally, the mot unfortunate reality is the inherent hatred of women
towards women. The genesis dates back to the civilizational history, women lost trust
in their own kind, after having undergone the same physical, mental torture and
degradation when they were young and vulnerable. Their experience taught them to
confine their progenies and young ones to home and house chores, gradually
resulting into the custom of indoor responsibility, falling into women’s care and
outdoor for men. In course of time, reproduction, domestic-work and child-rearing
became the exclusive responsibility of women. All these three activities are so time-
consuming and engaging that it leaves them no time and space for education and self-
development.

Development of Feminist Movement:

With the ushering of democracy, all round development of the society was
given the topmost priority in the West, creating space for women to question their
fundamental rights for liberty, equality and freedom. Women like Mary
Wollstonecraft, Simone de Beauvoir, Madam Mary Curie, Florence Nightingale were
among the first to set the ball rolling for greater participation of women in all walks of
life. Consequently, women per se gained movement during 70s which culminated into
feminist movement in 1975. The material prosperity which generated from capitalism
was instrumental in orienting women to question their stakes in the prosperity of
their society and economy paving the way for socialistic reforms in the European
societies from back doors making capitalism more human and acceptable system.
Subsequently, women were declared equal to men in intelligence, skill and
competence; hence equality in wages, opportunities, status (social, economic and
political) became the watch words of the feminist movement. It led to the emergence
of the concept of ‘Empowerment of Women'.

Concept of Women’s Empowerment:

The concept of empowerment of women is of recent origin. It has been given
currency by U.N. agencies during recent years. ‘Empower’ means to make one
powerful or equip one with the power to face the challenge of life to overcome the
disabilities, handicaps and inequalities. It is an active multi- dimensional process
which would enable women to realise their full identity and powers in all spheres of
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life. It would consist in providing greater access to knowledge and resources, greater
autonomy in decision-making, greater ability to plan their lives, greater control over
the circumstances that influence their lives and freedom from the shackles imposed
on them by custom, belief and practice.

Empowerment does not mean setting women against men. Indeed, it means
making both men and women realise their changing roles and status and develop a
consensus for harmonious living in the context of an egalitarian society. It means
redistribution of work roles, re-orienting their values to the changing world and
attitudes and evolving new kinds of adjustments, understanding and trust with each
other. It is a new ideology for carrying democratic values into the family and society.
It demands a basic change in the social system. The philosophy of women'’s
empowerment needs a total rehauling of the Indian society.

Strategies of Women’s Empowerment:

Empowerment of women can be achieved by focussing on the following
strategies:

The emergence of understanding that the full participation of women in every
sphere is inevitable for the society to bloom to fullest. [t must be internalized that
causing women’s participation and empowerment is not an alm being doled out by
the men; rather it is their only solace to grow, mature and realize their own
potentialities.

Based on this fundamental, multi- faceted actions need to be initiated at all
levels towards women empowerment. One vital dimension of this is women’s
economic independence. Economically self reliant woman act as a self- generating
dynamo fostering the goals of family planning and self- development. For this skill
development programmes, entrepreneurial development programmes and micro-
finance schemes need to be implemented sincerely, up till the remotest corners of the
country. Granting land rights to women, in policy as well as practice, would be
another crucial step. All these have the ability to totally transform the values, psyche
and economy of our entire society. It could take to great heights the benefits already
being reaped by causing women's participation in Panchayati Raj institutions.

Another important dimension of women’s empowerment is their health. This
neglect of women'’s health has continued in spite of it's overarching influence on the
health of the entire family. Increasing number of women falling victims to HIV/AIDS,
mostly passed on by their unfaithful husbands, besides female foeticide continuing
full blown, despite all prohibitions on PNDT (Pre- Natal Diagnostic Test) present a
horrifying reality. If these continue a little while, all doors would be slammed upon
any possibility of deliverance of the humanity. Sufficient number of trained health
professionals and NGO’s need to come up to take charge of even the remotest of
villages to pull the women out of their ignorance, inhibitions and diseases.
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Above all, the key to achieving high standards in women’s empowerment lies
in women’s education. Women need to be made aware of their rights and duties by
incorporating these in formal and non- formal education system, imparted free and
compulsory. Mobilisation of grass-root women is the only tool to empower women as
a whole. Though a lot has been done, yet we have to go a long way to make women’s
empowerment a living reality. It is the strong and effective people’s campaign and
people’s movement, which is urgently needed to take place along with the other
movements already in operation to bring about real empowerment of women. The
urgent need of the hour is a revolution in thinking and an awakening of the collective
consciousness of people. In the final analysis, women’'s empowerment can be
achieved only with the change of heart, attitude and behaviour of people.

Conclusion:

The ultimate truth is that each of us has both a man and a woman in us. When
we neglect and disrespect the women around, we unconsciously do the same with the
feminine attributes within ourselves- attributes as love, compassion, kindness, care
and empathy. We must know that for our infiniteness to blossom, both of these
aspects should manifest themselves to the fullest. Only then we can reach to the
divinity within and without. Only then, we can realize the dream of a world full of
love, peace and happiness.
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LEGAL ACTS RELATED TO SELF DEFENCE

. Shri Shankar Andhale

In IPC section 76 to Section 106 deals about General exception, lay down 7

important exceptions, as under:

1. Mistake of Fact
Judicial acts
Accident
Absence of criminal intention
Act done by consent
Trifling act
Right of private Defence.
U/s 105 of Indian Evidence Act, if any person desires to avail of these 7
exception, he must prove that his case fall within any of these 7 exception in other
words, the burden of proving that his case falls within one of the exceptions lies on
him. The prosecution has to prove the guilt of the accused .The accused is not
required to prove his innocence. But if he relies on any one of these exception. The
Court will presume the absence of these circumstances which bring the case within
the general exception.

EG: “A”, accused of murder, alleges that by reason of unsoundness of mind, he
did not know the nature of the act. The burden of proofis on “A”.

These 7 exception are discussed below in detail:

1) MISTAKE OF FACT- (SECTION 76)

Section - 76 Act done by a person bound, or by mistake of fact believing
himself bound, by law. It is some time good defence. It must mistake of fact not
mistake of law- nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is, who by reason
of a mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith believes
himself to be, bound by law to do it.

EG: -A soldier, fires on a mob by the order of his superior officer, in conformity
with the commands of the law. A has committed no offence.

MISTAKE OF LAW- It is to be remember that mistake of Law is no defence,but
mistake of Fact is. Everybody is bound to know the law of Land, and ignorance of Law
is no excuse. This is based on assumption that if a person Exercises due care and

No e W

diligence, he would know the law.
2) JUDICIAL ACT- (SECTION 77 & 78)
The 2nd general exception relates to act of judge and courts-
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Any act done by a judge while acting judicially is no offence. Thus, a judge who
sentences a prisoner to death even wrong is not himself liable to be punished for
having caused somebody’s death. There is no offence.

Act done by a person justified, or by mistake of fact believing himself justified,
by law. (Section 79)

Nothing is an offencewhich is done by any person who is justified by law, or
who by reason of a mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith,
believing himself to be justified by law, in doing it.

3) ACCIDENT-
This 3rd exception relates to act committed to accident-
A. Without criminal intention or knowledge
B. in the doing lawful act, in a lawful manner, by lawful mean & proper due
caution

Nothing is an offencewhich is done by accident or misfortune, and without any
criminal intention or knowledge in the doing of a lawful act in a lawful manner by
lawful means and with proper care and caution.

EG:-A takes up a gun , and without examining whether it is loaded or not,
point it in sport at B, and pulls the trigger B dies.

Here B’s death is not accidental, as there was want of proper care& caution.

4) ABSENCE OF CRIMINAL INTENT (section 81-94)

This is the 4th exception namely absence of criminal intention, will be consider
under 7 sub heads: shortly stated,Doing act forbidden by criminal law without just
cause or excuse. Now, there are certain acts which appear to be criminal, but are done
without any criminal intent.

These are as under:

Act done to avoid other harm- An act done with the knowledge that it is likely
to cause harm, but done good faith, and without any criminal intent to cause harm, for
the purpose of prevent or avoiding other harm to person or property is not an
offence.

EG: “A” in a great fire, pulls done houses in order to prevent them from
spreading. He does this in good faith of saving human life.

ACT of the child (Section 82 & 83)-

In criminal law children are given protection,under certain circumstances. For

acts committed by them.

Which can be analysed:

Section -82 Act of a child under seven years of age- Nothing is an offencewhich is
done by a child under seven years of age.
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It is to be noted that the immunity of children under 7 of year of age from
criminal liability is not confined to offences under code only .But extend to offences
under any special or local law.

EG:A child of 9 years of age stolen a gold necklace, and sold it to “B” for half
rupee only. Here the child is guilty of offence.

Section-83 Act of a child above seven and under twelve of immature
understanding.Nothing is an offencewhich is done by a child above 7 years of age and
under 12, who has not attained sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of the
nature and consequences of his conduct on that occasion.

Section-84 Act of a person of unsound mind. Criminal Law gives complete
protection to an insane person. It provided that nothing is an offencewhich is done by
a person who, at the time of doing it, by of unsoundness of mind , is in capable of
knowing the nature of the act ,or that he is doing what is either wrong or contrary to
law.

Section-85 Act of an intoxicated person.Nothing is an offencewhich is done by a
person who, at the time of doing it is by reason of intoxication, incapable of knowing
the nature of the act,or that he is doing what is either wrong, or contrary to law,
provided that the thing which intoxicated him was administered to him without his
knowledge or against his will.

Bona fide act for another’s benefit- (Section 92)

Act done in good faith for benefit of a person without consent.Nothing is an
offence which is done by reason of any harm which it may cause to a person for
whose benefit it is done in good faith, even without that person’s consent, if the
circumstances are such that it is impossible for that person to signify consent, or
other person in lawful charge of him from whom.

EG: - “A” a surgeon,sees a child suffer an accident which is likely to prove fatal,
unless an operation be immediately performed. There is no time to apply to the child
s guardian. “A” committed no offence.

Communication made in good faith (Section 93)

Any communication in good faith to a person is no offence. Even though such
communication may cause harm to the person to whom it is made, if it is for benefit of
such persons.

EG:-“A” a surgeon in a good faith, communicates to a patient his opinion that
he cannot live. The patient dies in consequence of that shock. “A” committed no
offence.

Act done under compulsion or threat.

6) TRIFLING ACTS (Section. 95)

The sixth general exception lays down.This section is intended to prevent

penalization of wrong or offences.
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“Nothing is an offence by reason that -

(i) [t causes, or

(ii) [s intended to cause, or any harm,

(iii)  Is known to be likely to cause

If that harm is so slight that no person of ordinary sense and temper would
complain of such harm.

This section is intended to prevent penalization of wrongs or offences of a
trivial character. Whether an act which amounts to an offence is trivial or not would
undoubtedly depend upon the nature of the injury, the position of the parties, the
knowledge or intention with which the offending act is done and other related
circumstances.

The section is intended to cover those cases which though, from the
imperfection of language, they fall, within the letter of the Penal Law, are yet not
within its spirit and are, therefore, considered to be innocent all over the world.

7) OF THE RIGHT OF PRIVEAT DEFENCE

Self-defence is dynamic concept. It is various from country to country and time
to time depending upon the circumstances of each case.

Meaning:Literally speaking of self defence denotes the defending of owns person
.But in the Modern time its scope has been widened.

Nature:The right of private defenses is a right and not a privilege, basically it is a
natural right.

Section 96: Things done in private defence:Nothing is an offence, which is done
in the exercise of the right of private defence.

Section 97: Right of private defence of the body and of property:Every person
has a right subject to restriction contained in section 99,to defend-

First:His own body, and the body of any other person. Against any offence
affecting the human body.

Second: The property, whether moveable or immoveable, of himself or of any
other person, against any act which is an offence falling under the definition of theft,
robbery, mischief or criminal trespass. Or which is an attempt to commit theft,
robbery, mischief or criminal trespass.

% Right of private defence is not available when there is no criminal trespass with
intention to intimidate, insult or annoy any person.

In other words, the right of private defence of the body exist against all
attackers - whether with or without ‘mens rea’.

E.g.: “A” under influence of madness, attempts to kill “A”.

Act against which there is no private defence of body. (99)

» Public servant
» Recourse to the protection of the public authorities.
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When such right extends to the causing of death or any other harm to the
offender.(Section 100)

» An acts as May reasonable cause the apprehension that death will otherwise be
the consequence of such assault. Here he cannot exercise the right without risk of
harm to an innocent person, he may run the risk. (Section 106)

An assault with intention of committing rape

An assault with intention of gratifying unnatural lust

An assault with intention of kidnapping or abducting

An assault with intention of wrongful confining a person

Right when commence & how long it continues (Section 102)

Section provides that the right of self defence commence as soon as a
reasonable apprehension of danger of the body arises from an attempt or threat to
commit the offence, though the offence may not have been committed and it
continues. As long as such apprehension of danger to the body continues.

EG: The ‘A’ accused killed a weak women found stealing at night. Here right of
private defence was not available.

B-RIGHT OF PRIVEAT DEFENCE OF PROPERTY(Section 97-99,101,103&105)

Right of private defence the property (movable/ immovable)

A: Against theft, robbery, mischief or criminal trespass.

B: Against the act of lunatic a minor, or an intoxicated person, or a person acting
under a misconception of fact.

EG: - “A” enter s by night a house, which he is legally entitled to enter. “B”, in good
faith, taking A for a house - breaker attacks “A”. “B” were not acting under this
misconception.

ACT AGAINST RIGHT OF PRIVEAT DEFENCE OF PROPERTY-

1. There is no right private defence of property against an act which does not
reasonable Cause the apprehension of death or grievous hurt if done or
attempt to done by government servant acting in good faith under color of his
office , though that act may not be strictly justified by law.

2. There is also no right private defence of property in cases in which there is
time to have recourse to the protection of the public authorities.

Right when commence & how long it continues (Section 105)

VV VY

Right when commence & how long it continues a reasonable apprehension of
danger to the property commences:
The right continues -
(1) Against theft - till
A) The offender has affected his retreat with the property or
B) The assistance of the public authority is obtained: or
C) The property has been recovered.
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(2) Against robbery - as long as

A) The offender cause any person death or hurt or wrong ful restrain or

B) The fear of instant death, or of instant hurt Or of instant hurt or of instant

personally restraint continues.

(3) Against criminal trespass or mischief: -

A) As long as the offender continues in the commission of such offence.

(4) Against house breaking by night: -

A) As long as the house breaking continues.

It is to be noted that the right of pvt.defence against house-breaking continues
only as long as the house breaking continues .Hence, where a person followed a thief
and killed him in an open after house trespass and ceased.

Right extend to causing of death or any other harm to the offender in the

following cases only, viz, (Section106)

i) Robbery,

ii) House breaking by night,

iii) Mischief by fire to any building, tent, or vessel, used as human dwelling or as a
place for the custody of property.

iv) Theft, mischief,orhousetrespass. Under such circumstances as may reasonably
cause an apprehension that death or grievous hurt will be the consequence, if
such right of pvt.defence is not exercised.
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Basics of Computer

@ Miss Vaishali Nivdunge

INTRODUCTION

In this lesson we present an overview of the basic design of a computer
system: how the different parts of a computer system are organized and various
operations performed to perform a specific task.

OBJECTIVES
After going through this lesson you would be able to:
1. What is mean by computer?
2. Characteristics of Computers.
3. Explain different types of input and output devices.
4. Limitations of Computers.
WHAT IS A COMPUTER?

Computer is a electronic device which can gives input in the form of data and
instructions and processes on the input and gives back output as per your user
requirements.

Characteristics of computers:

The major characteristics of computer can be classified in to speed, accuracy,
diligence, versatility and memory which are as follows:
1) Speed :-

The computer is able to process the date and give the output in fractions of
seconds such thatrequired information is given to the user on time enabling the user
to take right decisions on right time. A powerful computer is capable of executing
about 3 million calculations per second.

2) Accuracy :-

Inspiteof its high speed of processing, the computers accuracy is consistently
high enough which avoids any errors. If it all there are errors, they are due to errors
in instructions given by the programmer.

3) Reliable :-

The output generated by the computer is very reliable, but it is reliable only
when the data, which is passing as input to the computer and the program, which
gives instructions are correct and reliable.

4) Storage Capacity :-

The computer has a provision to store large volumes of data in the small
storage devices, which have capacity to store huge amounts of data and help the
retrieval of data an easy task.
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5) Versatile :-
1) It performs basic Arithmetic and Logic operations on data as desired.
2) Itis capable to generate the desired output in the desired form.

6) Automation :-

Once the instructions fed into computer it works automatically without any
humanintervention until the completion of execution of program until meets logical
instructions to terminate the job.

PERIPHERAL DEVICES

Peripheral devices are connected to the computer externally. These devices
are used for performing some specific functions.
Peripheral devices are as follows:

A. Input Devices

B. Output Devices

C. Other Peripherals
INPUT DEVICES

Input devices accept data and instructions from the user. Following are the
examples of various input devices, which are connected to the computer for this
purpose.

1. Keyboard
Mouse
Light Pen
Optical/magnetic Scanner
Touch Screen
Microphone for voice as input
. Track Ball
Keyboard

A keyboard is the most common input device. Several kinds of keyboards are
available, but they resemble each other with minor variations. The keyboard in most
common use is the QWERTY board. Generally standard keyboard has 104 keys.
Mouse

A mouse is an electro-mechanical, hand-held device It is used as a pointer. It
can perform functions like selecting menu commands, moving icons, resizing

NGOG W

windows, starting programs, and choosing options.
Light pen

An input device that utilizes a light-sensitive detector to select objects on a
display screen.Objects with the pen.
Optical Scanner

These devices are used for automatic data collection. The devices of this
category completely eliminate manual input of data.
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Touch Screen
Touch panel displays and pads are now being offered as alternatives to
keyboard. Here the input can be given through the computer screen, that accepts the
input through monitor; users touch electronic buttons displayed on the screen or they
may use light pen.
Microphone
Microphone is an input device, which takes voice as input. The voice
communication is more error-prone than information through keyboard. There are
two types of microphones available.
1. Desktop Microphone
2. Hand held Microphone
Track Ball
Trackball, a pointing device, is a mouse lying on its back .To move the pointer,
you rotate the ball with your thumb, your fingers, or the palm of your hand. There are
usually one to three buttons next to the ball, which you use just like mouse buttons.
OUTPUT DEVICES
Output devices return processed data that is information, back to the user.
Some of the commonly used output devices are:
1. Monitor (Visual Display Unit)

2. Printers

3. Plotter

4. Speakers
Monitor

Out of all the output devices, monitor is perhaps the most important output
devicebecause people interact with this device most intensively than others. The
video adapter converts information from the format used, in he same manner as a
television displays information sent to it by a cable service.Two basic types of
monitors are used with microcomputers, which are as follows:

1. CRT
2. LCD
Cathode Ray Tube (CRT):

CRT or Cathode Ray Tube Monitor is the typical monitor that you see on a
desktop computer. It looks a lot like a television screen, and works the same way.
Liquid Crystal Displays (LCD):

This type of monitors are also known as flat panel monitor. Most of these
employ liquid crystal displays (LCDs) to render images. These days LCD monitor are
very popular.When people talk about the capabilities of various monitors, one critical
statistic is the resolution of the monitor.
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Printer

After a document is created on the computer, it can be sent to a printer for a
hard copy (printout). Some printers offer special features such as colored and large
page formats. Some of the most commonly used printers are:

1. Laser Printer
2. Ink]JetPrinter
3. Dot Matrix Printer
4. Line Printer
Laser Printer:

A laser printer produces high quality print that one normally finds in
publishing. It is extremely fast and quiet.
Ink-Jet Printer:

An ink-jet printer creates an image directly on paper by spraying ink through
as many as 64 tiny nozzles.
Dot Matrix Printer:

The dot matrix printer was very popular at one point of time. It is a very
versatile and inexpensive output device.
Line Printer:

A line printer is generally used with large computer systems to produce text
based data processing reports. Line printers are high-speed printers with speeds
ranging anywhere from 100 to about 3800 lines per minute.

Plotter

A plotter is a special kind of output device that, like a printer, produces images
on paper, but does so in a different way. Plotters draw curves by creating a sequence
of very short straight lines. Plotters usually come in two designs:

1. Flat Bed: Plotters of small size to be kept on table with restriction of paper
size.
2. Drum: These plotters are of big size using rolls of paper of unlimited length.
Speaker
Speakers are another type of output device, which allow you to listen to voice
like music, and conversation with people.
Limitation of Computer:
1) Computer does not work on itself, it requires set of instructions to be provided,
and else computer (Hardware) is waste.
2) Computer are not intelligent, they have to be instructed about each and every
step which they have to perform
3) Computers cannot take decisions on its own, one has to program the computer
to take an action if some conditional prevail.
4) Computers, unlike humans cannot learn by experience.
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39Es ( Conclusion )
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GRAMMAR
A Jayashri Bal

A noun is the name of any thing

As college or garden, book or ring.

An adjective tells us the kinds of noun
As great or small, blue or brown.
Instead of nouns, pronouns stand

My head, your watch, her doll, her hand.
Verbs tell of an action being done

Write or read, ring or run.

How things are done adverbs tell

As quickly, slowly, soon and well.
Conjuction joins the words together

As a man and a woman, cloth or leather.
A preposition stands before a noun

As on the door and in the crown.

An exclamation shows surprise

As how pretty or how wise.

All those are called parts of speech
Which reading, writing or speaking teach.

Shiksha Shastri
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)

K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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THE SWEET DAY

W Priyanka Mahapatra

Dawn! So calm and innocent
The universe rises to movement
Sun! Rules over the sky

As the king delights the day
Noon! Becomes brighten
Giving every thing a pleasure
Man! Conspires with the sun
As to how master all upon
Coolie goes out soon

Never returns before Moon
Children! To play they gather
Cry comes a little later

Bings! Flatter and twitter
Earth becomes the

Eden of Shakespeare

Shiksha Shastri
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)

K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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I AM AN INDIAN

W™ Malli Mani Rana

If anyone asks me who are you?

Then I will answer immediately

[ am an Indian

If question will be, “What religion do you belong?”
[ will answer, being a Hindu, I believe in “God”
As a Christian, I worship “Christ”

As a Muslim, I worship “Allah”

As the aim of all the religions is one

[ worship all the religions

[ count no distinction

Between the religions

Since “I am an Indian”

Shiksha Shastri
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)

K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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The World-Renowned Nose : A Satire On Modern India
AVighnesh lyer

Vaikom Mohammad Bashir satirizes the people as well as the government and
various political parties in this humorous story about Mookken’sexceptionally long
nose. Mookken was an illiterate cook in a household.Hisroutine consisted of
cooking,eating heartily, taking a good pinch of snuff,sleeping then waking up before
he got busy with his daily chores in the kitchen. The only history of Mookken’s nose is
that it started growing when he enteredthe twenty fourth year of his life. Its tip
touched his navel and he couldn’t hide it from the people’s gaze for long. It started
attracting peoples’ attention although it still behaved like a perfectly normal nose. But
he was dismissed from his job as people crowded to have a look at his long nose. They
were later joined by photographers and TV crews. The house where he worked was
under siege at all times. It was burgled several times and an attempt was also made to
kidnap their attractive teenaged daughter.After his dismissal, Mookken returned to
his mother’s house but there is no respite for him from the curious crowd. Ultimately
he asked his mother to slam the front door on their face. The only consolation the
poor, unemployed Mookken had was that his nose had won him everlasting fame.
People were now prepared to pay to have a look at his long nose. Some even wanted
to touch it. But no one bothered to ask him why he looked so weak or whether he had
some food or not. But soon after this incident, fortune smiled on him. This increased
his income and soon he became rich.

Mookken acted in a few films and became a millionaire.Six renowned poets
wrote in praise of his nose. Nine biographies of his were published and his
biographers became rich and famous. He now lived in a huge mansion, kept an open
house and everyone could have a free meal there at any time of the day and a pinch of
snuff also. He employed two beautiful young women as his secretaries, both of whom
claimed to love him. Like his two secretaries, the public also loved Mookken and he
was so much sought after by the media to give his opinions on current events. He was
supposed to be knowledgeable on everything under the sun.He was honored by the
President and the political parties vied with one another for him to join them.

When there was controversy about his long nose and Mookken fell from grace,
he was reinstated when medical experts found his nose to be real. He was nominated
as a Member of Parliament and several honorary degrees were bestowed on him by
the Universities, which are supposed to be the seeds of learning. He was hailed as a
hero once again by the public and it was announced that Mookken would now be
honored with the title of “Mookkenshri”. In this way The World-Renowned Nose is a
satire on Modern India.

Shastri - 3rdYear
RSKS, Mumbai Campus.
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Things Fall Apart: The Story of A Proud Clansman and His Downfall

® Patanjali Sharma

Things Fall Apart deals with the clash of two cultures - the tribal Igbo culture
in Nigeria and the Whiteman’s culture - in the late 1880’s. When Okonkwo, a proud
clansman of Umuofia, sees the Whiteman making inroads into their traditional
culture, faith and belief with Christianity and his brand of justice, he is shattered. He
sees things falling apart in front of his eyes. Okonkwo’s distaste for and rebellion
against the Whiteman leads to his tragic downfall. He is the pivot around which the
whole narrative revolves.

Tall and stout, Okonkwo had bushy eyebrows and a wide nose. He looked
severed and breathed heavily. He walked on his toes, raising his heels. It then looked
as if he would pounce upon someone. While speaking, he stuttered a little and lacked
patience. The son of a drunkard and idle Unoka, Okonkwo had earned name and fame
in the nine villages surrounding Umuofia by dint of his own hard work and
achievements. When a strapping youth, Okonkwo had won fame as an unchallenging
wrestler. A prosperous farmer now, he had two barns full of Yams. He had three wives
and a number of children as well as two titles in the village for his bravery in war. In
Umuofia’s most recent war, Okonkwo was the first to bring home a human head, his
fifth so far, and drank palm wine from his first human head on the auspicious
occasions.

Okonkwo loved life and was trustworthy. Villagers held him in high esteem. He
was chosen to go to Mbaino as a representative from Umuofia when a woman from
the village was killed and he returned home with a virgin who was given as
replacement for his murdered wife to Oguefi Ezendo, and a fifteen year old boy
Ikemefuna, whom he looked after for three years. He made everyone in his family
work hard in the fields because he did not lose heart in the face of failure and was a
great survivor against all odds.

But Okonkwo became haughty and arrogant as he prospered. Once during the
sacred week of peace he beat his second wife and had to atone for this sin against Ani,
the Earth goddess by the angry priest Chielo, which he did reluctantly. Although he
was attached to Ikemefuna, Okonkwo never showed his love openly. He was,
however, worried about his own son Nwoye, who was idle and lazy. He loved his
daughter Ezinma and she also loved him and looked after him whenever Okonkwo
was downcast and distressed. An unexpected incident turned his life upside down
when, on the day of Ezendo’s funeral, a shot from Okonkwo’s gun killed Ezendo’s 16
year old son accidently. He was exiled for seven years for killing a clansman of his and
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had to start life afresh in Mbanta, where he was helped by his uncle Uchendu. After
initial setbacks, Okonkwo prospered there also.

Winds of change began to blew with the advent of the Whiteman and the
Missionaries converting people to Christianity in large numbers. Among them was
Okonkwo’s own son Nwoye, whom he disowned. He wanted to challenge the
Whiteman’s attempts to change the way of life, culture and faith of his ancestors
almost single handedly but failed. When the red earth church in Umuofia was
demolished, Okonkwo was summoned by the District Commissioner; imprisoned and
whipped along with other community leaders; and the villagers were fired. His head
was shaved and he was humiliated publically.

Okonkwo could not live down the disgrace and he committed suicide by
hanging himself from a tree. Since suicide was considered a crime against the earth,
no one touched his dead body and he was not given a proper burial. The villagers paid
the District Commissioner’s men to bring his body down from the tree and burry it. As
his friend Obierika said: “That man was one of the greatest men in Umuofia. You
drove him to kill himself; now he will be buried like a dog....” Things Fall Apart is thus
the story of a proud clansman’s tragic downfall.

Shastri - 3rd Year
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)
K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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Decolonising the Mind

X Nitesh Verma

In this story Ngugi talks about his upbringing, schooling and the emphasis that
was placed on the teaching of English in preference to his native language Gikuyu.
Colonial rule in Kenya, according to Ngugi, alienated people from their own culture
and environment. The British colonised Kenya in 1895 but they did not interfere with
the system of education till 1952 when a state of emergency was declared in the
country. Then onwards English became the medium of instruction in schools and the
native languages were rushed into the background. Proficiency in reading, writing
and speaking in English became the touchstone of a student’s intelligence, even
though he was not familiar with his own language and culture.

Brought up on the stories of fables in Gikuyu language in his early years, Ngugi
felt in harmony with his culture and environment. Children were told stories by
grown-ups in their own language Gikuyu with which they could easily identify. These
inspiring stories and fables taught them to be strong and cunning. They also
inculcated the qualities of kindness, goodness, mercy and co-operation and warned
them against evil, greed and selfishness. But the imposition of English as the medium
of instruction and the emphasis placed on the language to the exclusion of native
language destroyed the African students harmony with their culture and
environment. It also presented a destroyed view of Africa reality to the outside world.
When Ngugi started writing in his native language Gikuyu in 1977, he saw the shift as
a part of the anti-imperialist struggle as he wanted to present the real picture of his
culture and environment. He firmly believed that Africa has contributed greatly in
terms of natural and human resources to the development and enrichment of Europe
and America, yet it is looked down upon by the so called civilized world. The
continued use of English as a medium of communication has turned the African
reality upside down. So if Africans’ write and communicate in their own languages
and project their culture in the proper perspective to the outside world, it would go a
long way in correcting the destroyed view that is projected about their culture and
environment. Thus the adoption of his native tongue for creative writing is “part and
parcel of the anti-imperialist struggles of Kenyan and African peoples.”

Shastri - 3rd Year
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)
K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077



Sorfirent

THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN INDIAN SOCEITY
™ Asha Chheda

The position of women in ancient Indian society has been a very complicated
one because of the paradoxical statements in different religious scriptures and
sometimes in the same text at different places. Some have described their status as
“equal to men” while others have held it not only in disrespect but even in positive
hatred. This is why it has presented many problems to sociologist while evaluating
women’s status in India. The cultural history of India reveals that in India
theoretically women enjoyed the status of a Devi (goddess)as described in many
religious texts of Hindus, the majority community in India.

Though women enjoyed the theoretical importance which these texts outline
for a wife who was considered as Ardhangini (better-half), but in practice she had a
subservient position than man. She was regarded as a “chattle” [a corporal moveable
property] with no rights. It was generally seen and believed that women had lower
status with reference to power and influence than men in all the spheres of life viz.
family, community, religion and politics. Till recently, it was held that up to marriage,
she would be protected by her parents. After marriage, she would be looked after by
her husband and after death of her husband, she will have to spend the remaining
years of her life under the roof of her children without any will or desire or rights in
the family.

She was not allowed to decide how money would be spent or invested. She had
to take permission to spend money from her elders: be it father, brother or husband
in the family. In brief, she had no personality of her own. Some scholars have
explained this inferior status of women as a result of patriarchal code of living. The
rigid codes of behavior as outlined for women in Brahmin texts were also responsible
for the low status of women in India. This status of women was seen up to the
independence of India. The domination of women increased in the Mughal Era. Hence,
it is truly said by the famous feminist Simon de Beauvoir :“Women are not born they
are made” but this was seen till our independence. After independence the position of
women improved in Modern India.

Let us see “How was the position of women in Modern India?”

The status of women in modern India is a sort of paradox. If one hand she is at
the peak of ladder of success, on the other hand she is mutely suffering the violence
afflicted on her by her own family members. As compared to past, women in modern
times have achieved a lot, but in reality they have to still travel a long way.

The sex ratio of India shows that the Indian society is still prejudiced against
female. There are 933 females per thousand males in India according to the census of
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2001, which is much below the world average of 990 females. There are many
problems which women in India have to go through in daily routine. These problems
have become part and parcel of their life and some of them have accepted them as
their fate. There is an excellent quote by Brigham Young :

You educate a man; you educate a man

You educate a woman; you educate a generation

It's true when a woman is educated, a whole family is educated. Further, I
would also like to share the thought for women by our father of nation Mahatma
Gandhi: “The day a woman can walk freely on the roads at night, that day we can say
that India has achieved independence”.

Thus, the status of women has been raised in the eyes of law, but they are still
far from equal to men in every sphere of life. In practice, they continue to suffer
discrimination, harassment, humiliation and exploitation in and outside home.
Barring a few urban educated families, a baby girl is never welcomed with as much
ecstasy and happiness as a baby boy.

Letsponder on an excellent messageby Malala Yousafzaiproclaimed for all
those who believe that women are weak:

They thought that the Bullet would silence us. But they failed.......

Weakness, Fear, Hopelessness Died. Strength, Power, and Courage was born

Shastri - 3rd year
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)
K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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DEATH AS A FOURTH CHARECTER IN THE QUIET AMERICAN

@ Ninada E. M

Set in Saigon during the 1950’s the last days of the French Colonialism in
Vietnam, The Quiet American astutely foresees the disastrous consequences of
forthcoming involvement in the region.This is personified by Alden Pyle who is
characterized by the cynical British correspondent as “The Quiet American”. Pyle is, in
fact, an undercover agent working for the notorious CIA and is preparing the ground
for the Third Force that will come to replace both the French Colonialists and
Communists. Fowler is forced to observe: “I never knew a man who had better
motives for all the troubles he caused”.

Alden Pyle is an innocent fellow who believes that others must surely share his
deals & pureness of motive. He is convinced based on his adherence to the writings of
York Harding, that there is a third way forVietham somewhere between the
Communists and the corrupt Colonial government. He has come to Vietnam to foster a
group that will adhere to this Third way. The journalist Fowler, a cynical world-weary
man of much wider experience, realizes that Pyle is a dangerous man because he is
imposing his idealized vision on a group that is merely power-hungry.

Meanwhile Pyle has fallen in love with Phuong, Fowler’s Vietnamese girlfriend.
And while Fowler can offer her little because his wife refuses to grant him a divorce,
Pyle offers her marriage and respectability in America. As Fowler finally abandons his
neutrality and chooses sides - a choice made all the more ambiguous because of his
romantic rivalry with Pyle.

The novel is a terrifying portrayal of innocence at large. Not only is Pyle
seeking to replace the worn-out colonialists, he also falls in love with Fowler’s
beautiful Vietnamese girlfriemd Phuong, and seeks his agreement that would be the
best for all concerned, if she wants to be with him. This, in fact, is the heart of the
story.

The Shadow of Death

The novel The Quiet American is dominated by death, so much so that Conor
Cruise calls it as the Fourth Character in the story where the other three being Pyle,
Phuong & Fowler. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the scene where Fowler
goes with Captain Trouin on a bombing mission. They drop Napalam bombs on a
village and leave it burning. On their way back Captain Trouin, like a gracious host,
shows Fowler the wonderful sunset. The ironical contrast between captain Trouin’s
civility as a host and the savagery he has just penetrated implies Graham Green’s
comment on the inhumanity of the civilized world. War ravaged Indo-China provides
a landscape and a situation in which individuals and their values confront each other.
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At the end of the novel, Fowler is left with a feeling of sympathy for the Quiet
American & a sense of guilt for his own intervention which led to Pyle’s murder. The
novel concludes with Fowler’s penitential reflection: “Everything had gone right with
me since he (Pyle) had died, but how I wished there existed someone to whom I could
say that I was sorry.” His attachment to Phuong does not save him from being
troubled by a sense of loneliness which causes men to invent God, “a being capable of
understanding.”

Shastri - 2nd Year
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)
K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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A POEM FOR MY MOM
W Vishwas Bhaskar Mahajan

You are the sunlight in my day

You are the moon I see far away

You are the tree I lean upon

You are the one with whom my troubles are gone
You are the one who taught me life

How not fight, and what is right

You are the words inside my songs

You are my love, my life, my Mom

You are the one who cares for me

You are the eyes that help me see

You are the one who knows me best

When it’s time to have fun and rest

You hear my heart and you hear my screams
Afraid of light but looking for love

[ thank God for He sent you from above

You are my friend, my heart, my soul

You are my greatest strength [ know

You are the words inside my songs

You are my love, my life, my Mom

Prak-Shastri-2rdYear
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (D.U.)

K. ]J. Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapeetham,
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-400 077
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